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CONCEPT: IT TAKES A SOCIETY TO 
EDUCATE A CHILD



LEARNINGS FROM OPEN SCHOOLS

• Learning is a process that is not restricted to the school premises. 

• OSOS delivers projects (good practices) to involve parents, local 
businesses, non profit organisations, city council etc. 

• Kids are very curious when they work on projects outside the school 
premises. 

• Learning is more than just knowledge. 

• OSOS focuses on skills like: team work, problem solving,  presentation,  
entreneurial, etc 

• Real life projects with members of the community leads to increased
commitment

• Kids experience that they can make a difference and that their voice is 
heard



CURIOSITY IS THE KEY



WHAT IS OSOS
OPEN SCHOOLS FOR OPEN SOCIETIES

• 3 year European project (May 2017 to May 2019)

• Partnership of 21 partners in 11 European countries

• Open for all schools. The program focuses on primairy, secondary and 
VET schools

• Objective: 1000 open schools in Europe

• Each country has a national coördinator that helps schools implement
the good practices.



VALUE OF OSOS

An Open school works together with its community with the aim to enrich their currirculum

The OSOS project helps school to become open schools by: 

• Offering a range of minimum 50 well documented good practices / inspiring projects that 
schools can implement

• Development of a framework that facilitates school to become Open Schools

• Online community of teachers and school heads

• Training for enthusiastic teachers

• Support to participating schools

• Interested to join OSOS? All it takes is the willingness to implement 1 good practices





THE COUNTRIES

Is your country not on the lists, and are you

interested?

The project is available for all schools. 

For support: we will connect you to a country 

that is on the list.



JUST A SMALL MARKET INQUIRY

• Participants: 20 entrepreneurs from different branches

• Do you belive that local communities can positively impact education? 

Yes 100% No 0%

• Do you want to contribute to your local schools?

Yes 100% No 0%



REMARKS FROM LOCAL
ENTREPRENEURS

• Why do you want to contribute to education? 

• “I would like to be involved within my community”

• “It gives me a different perspective”

• “I will be energized”

• “The ideas of students inspire me”

• How can the local community be of value to education?

- Guest speakers, guidance with projects, etc

- Real life projects in addition to classroom practices

- To motivate and enthuse students



INTRODUCING A VERY EXAMPLE OF AN OPEN 
SCHOOL:  

ROB VAN DER VORST

THE HEERBEECK COLLEGE
THE NETHERLANDS


